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Abstract

Syngman Rhee, the United States and the Establishment
of the Republic of Korea

Sangchul Cha

The principal purpose of this paper is to examine and evaluate Syngman Rhee’s role in
the establishment of the Republic of Korea in 1948. American policy in Korea during the
occupation period, 1945-1948, ultimately failed mainly because of the unworkable policy
of the proposed Korean international trusteeship initiated by the Franklin D. Roosevelt
administration. The Harry S. Truman administration’s decision to abandon an international
trusteeship for the Korean people in late 1947 led the United States to submit the
protracted Korean question to the United Nations which provided an avenue for the
withdrawal of the American occupation troops from the Korean peninsula. In retrospect,
the proposed trusteeship for postwar Korea eventually contributed not only to the
emergence of two separate, hostile regimes in the Korean peninsula but to the coming of
the Korean War in 1950.

From June 1946, Rhee urged separate elections for establishing a provisional
government in southern Korea alone. He strongly asserted that the establishment of “a
separate government” would be the most realistic and desirable device to secure South
Korea's independence and democracy. The development of political circumstances in Korea
forced the United States ultimately to accept Rhee’s assertion because Washington had no
other alternatives.

Syngman Rhee was not only a thorough realist who knew quite well the mercilessness
of international politics but also a remarkably astute politician who tried his best to

manipulate the United States to achieve his own goal. It is safe to say that his persistent
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advocacy for the establishment of a separate government in southern Korea alone as soon
as possible proved to be the most realistic prescription for the benefits of the Korean
people in the long run. In short, Rhee, not the United States, played a leading role in the
making of a new nation, the Republic of Korea, in 1948 when the Cold War in Asia
already begun.

A o (Keywords): ©]<7HSyngman Rhee), 2 234 A (occupation policy), EF7H =
E&(the Truman doctrine), FHFEAIEEX|SKthe proposed Korean trusteeship), ‘a3t

=) B 23 Z(the establishment of a separate government in southern Korea alone)
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